“FIVE-YEAR-PLAN” CATALOG #2!  a/k/a List #86  www.saturdaynightrecords.com 

frank merrill’s SATURDAY NIGHT RECORDS,  P.O. box 669, Macomb IL  61455 USA
02 January 2012 – Hello from western Illinois!  Here we go again…as usual, there will be many FANTASTIC records on this list.    When deciding about ordering etc., consider that THIS WILL BE MY ONLY MAJOR LIST IN 2012, the 2013 list 

will be issued January 2013.  My big list *MUST ALWAYS* come out in January, and doing ONE bit list per year improves all aspects of my life.  But…a computer does NOT save time!  I am maintaining and often updating my website as well.  The task  of preparing records and the related research, causes massive amounts of time to put this together.  I now have more than 3,000 records that still didn’t get listed, due to huge amounts of good stuff bought in September 2009, stuff from consignments, etc.    Note  that MOST records are only listed only once, with a minority of records left over.  IT IS ALWAYS POSSIBLE THAT A SECONDARY LIST WILL COME OUT LATER IN THE YEAR, certainly AT LEAST a punk/new wave list (late in the year) and possibly other lists, perhaps a “Bargain Bin” list (none over $6), etc.  Note there are also two PUNK/NEW WAVE lists on my website, and a big SOUL list as well.  The punk lists will never appear as a paper Catalog, so my website is the only place you can see them.  In total, about 20,000 back titles are available only on Site.  
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

TRAVELING BETWEEN LISTS, AND “WHERE DID ALL THESE RECORDS COME FROM?”:  These records come from the typical sources:  My own stock, a few record shows, and ROAD TRIPS.  Nearly everything on the punk list(s) came out of stuff that I bought in large quantity, when I could get them cheaply, as long as thirty years ago.  It will be noted the Punk list is overwhelmingly before 1990, and much from 1978 to 1983.  Yes, I was piling this stuff up that long ago.

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

TRIPS INVOLVED IN THE RECORDS FOR THIS LIST:  There were fewer destinations for records this year, and MORE THAN 500 RECORDS ON THIS LIST HAVE BEEN REMOVED FOR SALE FROM MY PERSONAL COLLECTION.  I now realize that I cannot afford to keep my collection in a climate-safe and vermin-safe place, because it could easily add well over $100,000 to my retirement costs (if I buy a house), which isn’t worth it when I rarely play anything, so I’m offering better homes for this stuff.  I intend to hold a much-reduced collection which will closer align with my original purposes of collecting.  I’m not even keeping two 

Elvis Presley SUN records which you’ll see on here.  Many of my records have come from record shows near Chicago, and from a record shop near Milwaukee.  In May, I bought a large collection in San Francisco, and I spent the following weekdays going through it to save the better stuff, some nice supplies (such as plastic covers), etc.  The collection came from a HITS collector, so very few  of the 20,000+ records are on this list.  (Perhaps 250?)  A couple of weeks earlier, one of my strangest finds ever made, I looked up a Jukebox Operator in Palacios, Texas where I bought records 33 years earlier.  When I was there in 1978 one huge bookcase blocked the other, and I couldn’t see the contents of the blocked one because jukeboxes made it impossible to move the blocking one.  The two bookcases were STILL THERE!!  The jukeboxes were gone, and the bookcase IN FRONT was the one with the good records in it.  No doubt when he moved the bookcases, he first moved the “blocking” one to the new location, and the one I had looked at in 1978 instead got blocked.  I found some decent soul stuff sometimes listing $50 and $100, and some  Mickey Gilley stuff came out of there, etc.  Yes, a viable lead after THIRTY-THREE YEARS!!!  Has anybody done this before?   What was left was good “Starter Stock” for somebody – a lot of hits, some Spanish stuff, Country, etc.  I actually sent somebody from a collector’s store there, who clearly likes hits, who bought out the rest.  These records were about 200 FEET from the coast, and perhaps 8 feet above Gulf level.  How did they even survive?  Other than that, and extensively “mining” my own collection, the only other big “find” (and, yes, this WAS big) was THE ALLENTOWN RECORD SHOW in Pennsylvania.  This is my first time ever to see one of the Big Three (Austin, Allentown, Utrecht) or Four (with Milano??) in the world, and it wasn’t even planned.  I just happened to be making an Eastern trip, and customer/friend Erik Lindgren wasn’t going to be home in Mass. because he was setting up in Allentown.  It turned out to be a big improvement on my original idea, and the time re-allotted for Allentown “ate” the entire New England part of my trip.  I actually did find some people wholesaling, and other people with a lot of stuff I can use, so I spiced up this list with some of that, also.  JOHN TEFTELLER was the very first person I saw, the moment that I was parking, as he was outside in the lot.  Are those three (or four) record fairs the only ones in the world which have dealers selling out of hotel rooms FOR DAYS before the actual event?  It was fun experiencing all aspects of that, and I was pleasantly surprised that there was also a lot of time for laid-back social times.  I was of course bothered by my striking difficulty in remembering and assimilating people’s faces, which often results in some embarrassment.  I’ve  ALWAYS had this problem.  A week later I was at the LANCASTER PA record show (Keystone Record Collectors), but I was “really Allentowned out” and I went there almost entirely to see and visit people, and I did very little buying at all.

 EARLY/MID SPRING:  The longest trip of the year was 38 days, tanking me quickly to Texas, then much of the west coast (San Diego to southwest Oregon), then home via a few days in Minneapolis.  Before that, I was gone for two weeks, mostly to Michigan to do a lot of visiting and hanging out, with very little buying.  I may end up living there in retirement, IF the politicians don’t destroy all traces of democracy there (as they’re trying to do) and make it entirely hostile and non-livable and nonviable.

AUGUST:  A quick trip to Portland, Oregon to meet with more than a dozen other people from one of the Internet groups that I belong to.   One of the best “social events” I’ve had in years…it was worth the FLIGHT to go there…yes, I flew out instead of driving.  We really walked (and used mass transit) a LOT, in what now barely edges out Ann Arbor as my favorite U. S. city!!   

EARLY AUTUMN:  I spent a few more days in Michigan, and I eventually found my way to upstate New York, but I didn’t go to New England from there because the upcoming Allentown record show “stole” that part of the trip.  I saw two live musical gigs on the trip, AHMAD JAMAL in Ann Arbor and THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS in Philadelphia.  I know a lot of people in PA-NJ-NY, so I 

was in that area for two weeks.  Heading west I swept SOUTH OF Macomb, stopping in Evansville IN, then St. Louis/Kansas City to Omaha, for a radio hobby Convention over the 14-16 October weekend.  In other words, the distant parts of this trip swept across an arc of about 225 degrees.  It’s about once every 7 to 10 years that ONE trip has me far away in directly opposite directions.   One cool highlight was visiting Rhythm Records in Brooklyn with friend/customer Susan W., and doing so on a TUESDAY, which is their traditional party day there.  Not only did I finally meet Ken Fuchs, and Bob Mazurkiewicz, but also the lead singer of Vito And the Salutations was hanging out with us, and a few other people.  There was some sadness to this as well, as I was all the time realizing I can never do this again, and even locals won’t be able to – that shop will CLOSE soon.

POLITICAL RAMBLINGS AND SUCH:  I’ve been avoiding a lot of this (as many of you know) in recent years, because the U. S. political system has degenerated into CERTAINLY the worst political system, by far, among all the nations in the world which are widely considered to be “free and modernized” nations.  I have absolutely no doubt about this being the worst system in existence among those nations.  (Yes, I said “free and modernized” nations – so that includes nations such as Germany, Australia, Argentina, Portugal, Japan, etc. – AND NOT Turkmenistan, Nigeria, North Korea, Saudi Arabia…nor even China or Israel.)  I’ve become rather fatalistic about American politics.  (Yes, I’m using the word CORRECTLY…basically, I believe that whatever happens, happens – and there’s nothing I can do to change anything.  However in this case the word also entirely fits the MIS-definition which is usually understood and used, as most people think the word refers to “death” rather than “FATE.”  I believe it’s very possible that, American politics being what it is now, I am watching the death of the country that I currently reside in.)  The 2012 political year is just starting, and it’s going to be like watching a train wreck.  I mostly avoid it nowadays!!

“THE FIVE YEAR PLAN”: I CONTINUE WORKING ON THIS.  I have now dropped down to only TWO record shows per year that I’m certain to attend, and  even as much as I enjoyed Allentown and all its aspects, going there is counterproductive to what I’m trying to accomplish.  01 NOVEMBER 2010 was the official Start Date of my five year plan, and I have to accomplish it or else I’m no better than the Soviet Union was, hahaha.  I still hope to retire with a much-reduced roster of music categories, and it possibly may end up being punk/modern and nothing else.  I’ve managed to get rid of a huge number of 12 inch LP’s, which helps peace-of-mind tremendously.  I’m realizing more and more that my collection will never be catalogued by anybody, so yes I’ve started splitting it up.  Getting rid of the LP’s that I have, is finally giving me some sorting space.  I thought I had a true lead on getting rid of more-common stuff (hits, c&w), I thought a container would be going to Europe but he wants only about 2,000 records, and I’m working on another lead  now, which is going to be a necessary part of this, as it will cover most of the weight/bulk.  (In all cases I’m removing the stuff that’s trashed, beat, too common, etc.)  I’m still not sure of my approach on 70s/80s promos, though.    I have some ideas…but I know all too well that extra rooms, or ordinary STORAGE, in any place that I would want to retire to, is going to be incredibly expensive, so I need to greatly downsize what I take with me.  My top retirement hopes include Ann Arbor, Portland OR, Pittsburgh, and northern New Jersey.  Pittsburgh would be a “forced” situation from economic considerations – it’s the only place that I REALLY LIKE that isn’t at least above average expensive.

I am also keeping myself open to a possible retirement to Canada, but there may be impossible hoops to jump through.   
MORE ABOUT THIS LIST:  This is another great list, with an all-around selection from all genres and eras.  This is another list with a good selection of Northern/Rare Soul, Garage 60s…and even a lot of instrumentals!!  There are a few modern punk and new wave records on here, but nearly all of them were instead moved to the punk list (on my website only).
SEEKING  RADIO STATION SURVEYS!   Does anybody have RADIO STATION SURVEYS (those sheets which list the TOP SONGS OF THE WEEK) dated earlier than 1961 or 1962, from anywhere?  I am VERY likely to need PRE-1958 ones, especially.  I usually offer $100 or more EACH for ANYTHING I need.  (I just paid $700 for one from Portland, Oregon, and that was MY unilateral offer.)  It’s POSSIBLE that I’ll need something from “really popular, high profile Top Forty stations” but usually not – I’m MUCH MORE LIKELY to need ones from small towns, from short-lived Top 40 formats that failed, stations that played C & W or other non-rock and roll stuff, surveys which are “ugly or crude” ones (such as Mimeographs, or Top Ten on their letterhead, etc.).  Does anybody have any of these?  Seriously, my offers are incredible if I need something!

RARE TOPIC: some words about personal belief systems:  Part of the trip East included a stop in central New Jersey, visiting two guys I know there (who, yes, have a legal Civil Union, an option available in that state).  Rich’s quirky and powerful mind and value system has built his own logical and consistent belief system (from the implications of the basic attributes of a Standard Western God of infinite Love) from scratch, as explained in his “God Works In Simple Ways” sermon.  Example: “God adopts us as His children by giving us souls.”  His God is not vengeful, coercive, or hateful, and He need not be “FEARED” as He ALWAYS wishes all of His children to repent and return to His love.   The “God-fearing” term drives me nuts!   I like the premises and this needs more of my attention.  In a “mature” world some nasty aspects of human nature such as greed, egotism, and warfare would disappear.  Altruism and other positive traits would dominate.  He asked if I could include his email address gwisw@aol.com, and he will be happy to send a .pdf of his Sermon if anybody wants to see more…it makes sense!

THIS LIST IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON MY WEBSITE www.saturdaynightrecords.com
Please note that WEBSITE and PAPER LIST customers have exactly the same advantages and disadvantages, as I strive for fairness.  However, this website list is FAR  MORE “CORRECT  AND  PROPER”  THAN  THE  PAPER  LIST, which is loaded with about 1,000 errors which are mostly corrected here.  This web list should be used wherever possible for you!  It may save you some $$, too (revised prices!!)  The website is a GREAT substitute for the small print on this list!!  If I don’t have an email address for you, you should send it to me, because sometimes I may run temporary SALES on my website, but I need to notify you.  My email address: fme22rrill33jr@ya44hoo.co55m  (REMOVE the 22, 33, 44, and 55.) 

U. S. CUSTOMERS, ALWAYS please order via POSTAL mail, including part or full payment.  Deposit is fine, but a FULL PAYMENT will speed up your order by 2 weeks or more.  That’s because I send “deposit” win-noticed only after paid stuff ships.  Under extreme circumstances, a full-paid US order can ship 5 to 6 weeks earlier. 
OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS PLEASE, IF YOU ARE ABLE TO, ORDER VIA EMAIL **AT ALL TIMES**.  My life is ALWAYS easier when I get more orders EARLIER instead of later, because I can schedule work better and resolve/notify ALL orders sooner.  If I do NOT confirm your email within 72 hours, please WRITE AGAIN, because your order WASN’T RECEIVED!!!!  (That could, of course, also mean that MY confirming email has been lost…)
OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS Make sure I confirm receipt of the order  WITHIN  72 HOURS.  A reminder!!

FOR THIS LIST, AND THE LIST **AFTER** THIS ONE:  Please try VERY hard
to get your order to me by 14 February!  Your results WILL CRASH  after that date, and PLEASE DO NOT OVERBID ON ANYTHING if your order will arrive AFTER that date.  
Sending your order as early as possible helps me GREATLY, and even more so I need to have OVERBIDS early if you’re sending “that kind of" order (soul, etc.).  Having the orders with the most “work” helps me greatly if they’re here early, not at the deadline when stuff has already been put into people’s Priorities etc.  Having the maximum number of orders come early will help me stay on deadline.  An order received at deadline can be as much as ten times as much work as an order received earlier.  Thank you for your help.  I hope to ship full-paid orders  by late February, immediately followed by notifying overseas (and U.S. “deposit”) orders.   I don’t foresee delays, other than the big work needed to distribute thousands of titles FAIRLY to everybody.   IN THE FUTURE, I  HOPE TO ALWAYS SEND  ALL FUTURE LISTS IN EARLY JANUARY EVERY YEAR, but this list got “messed up” by Allentown, etc.  

TABLE OF CONTENTS!  

Please note some unusual differences this year, I am arranging some stuff differently. 

        HUGE NONCHARTED SECTION, AND RARER HITS/CHARTED  $7 AND UP!! –

               Nowadays the “HOT 100” CHARTED section is becoming a section where I will only list records $6 and below.  As I 

                     currently have perhaps ONE buyer who buys *SCARCE* Hot 100 records, which are often collectible for other 

                     reasons (doowop, etc.), they will be filed here now.  I think listing them here will actually IMPROVE this section! 


        THIS section is the refuge for rockabilly, soul, funk, doowop, garage, surf, instrumentals, etc.  GREAT stuff here!!


        NOTE:  NEARLY 100% OF STUFF IN THIS SECTION WAS **NOT** ON THE PRIOR LIST…FRESH MEAT!!!
                     BARGAIN BIN!! NONCHARTED SECTION—REPEAT ITEMS, REDUCED!!!

      This pertains to the PAPER LIST ONLY.  On this web list, the two are merged. 

COUNTRY AND WESTERN—The country in this section is somewhat newer than what I usually list, but     

there’s still a “decent selection” of stuff pre-1965.  I AM EXPERIMENTING with moving some  tributes and

                     novelties about country singers, the Opry, etc. into this section from the Novelty section.


        RELIGIOUS/GOSPEL/SPIRITUALS—This is a “ONCE IN A LIFETIME” listing, because I accumulated

                     everything for nearly forty years, and I listed ALL of it here.  I added this section at the last minute, because of a

                     typing deadline disaster, and because this section was ALREADY in existence.  Good stuff in here!!!


        These are listed in their OWN SECTION on my website, within the links shown under “RECENT [ONGOING]” –


         OF COURSE the entire alphabet is there.  On the paper list, this list stopped just before RCA Label.
                     MOVIES, TV, SHOWS AND PERSONALITIES—This section will be far smaller than usual, because I 

                     don’t  usually “handpick” records of this genre, and I didn’t end up with many from my archives either.

                     POP, EASY LISTENING AND NON-ROCK—THIS DOESN’T APPEAR ON THE LIST AT ALL.
                     NOVELTY AND TOPICAL (ALL TYPES)—Remember that POLITICS, ETC. are in the first section.


        Though this section is the smallest in three or four years, there’s still a lot of stuff in here that I’ve NEVER listed.
                     CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAYS—This section is rather small this time, but still some unusual stuff!
                     “ORIGINAL LABELS” FOR CHARTED RECORDS—These are the first and earlier releases for 

        titles which later charted on AT LEAST ONE of the Billboard charts.  Often these are rare regional/local  releases,
               

        This  is the biggest section of these in a few years.  I may have 500-600 of these NEXT YEAR!!
                     “HOT 100” CHARTED RECORDS AND ARTISTS: **BARGAIN BIN!** NOTHING ABOVE $6:  
                     As usual, I’ve listed artists, title and price only, because these are all original & well documented.  I  ALWAYS list 
                     only the original national hit pressings unless I say otherwise.  I can list MANY titles this way, for you!!  

                     Please let me remind you that HUGE amounts of stuff have migrated to the “HUGE NONCHARTED SECTION” 

                     because too many people **thoroughly** ignore this section but nearly everybody goes there.

Note:  This section is clearly “superfluous” to the WEBSITE version of my List, because I have a table of contents THERE, but I am still keeping this here because it will be easier if I continue to have it available as a template for next year’s PAPER list.
ABBREVIATIONS BEING USED ON THIS LIST…

SAMPLE LISTING: : MEL OTT: dracula 666dj (m- PS) – steal my bat!/same vg sol WARP(2 Gram) 8 mid Nor.  I.  B/U  

((ARTIST; release info/#; PIC. SLEEVE (IF ANY); titles; grades-and-blemishes; PRICE (no $ sign); descriptions/notes))
“VG, sticker on label.  The warp is OK with 2 grams.  $8 price.  Midtempo Northern soul Instrumental. Bubbled Under on Billb.”

DUSTY – record needs cleaning (I don’t have time to clean everything), it will “clean up to” AT LEAST the listed grade or better!
PS – record has a PICTURE SLEEVE, graded as shown. If it’s a TITLE SLEEVE (or SLV), that will be fully spelled out. WARP(PlayOK) -or- WARP(--  grams) Record is warped.    If “Play OK” it means that it won’t “jump” at 1½ grams tracking that I use. IF A WEIGHT IS SHOWN, THAT’S THE WEIGHT AS WHICH THE SKIPPING OR STICKING STOPPED for me.

wol = Writing On the Label        sol = Sticker On…        tol = Tape On…         xol = “X” or “XX” on...       #ol = Number On Label

coh = “CUT OUT HOLE” or bb hole in label (if in the PS that will also be shown separately)

dj = Disc Jockey or “Promotional” copy. (THERE ARE ALWAYS *MANY* OF THESE ON MY LISTS…)

METHODS OF LISTING TITLES: who stole my bat?/same SAME TITLE ON BOTH SIDE

who stole my bat?/going going gone THIS IS A RECORD WITH A DIFFERENT FLIP SIDE TITLE

who stole my bat?/you stink/pop my zits +2     RECORD WITH 3 OR MORE TITLES (this example: 5)

who stole my bat?///TY COBB wonderland by night (TRIPLE SLASH MARKS) Different artist on flip; see artist names!

who stole my bat?/         m-   wol  5     sometimes I won’t list the flip title, if it’s “crap” or I need to save space, etc.

“djwol” or “djsol” = WRITING OR STICKER on the label, placed there intentionally changing a Stock copy to Promotional.
MUSIC DESCRIPTIONS – RR, R&R = rock and roll     R&B = rhythm and blues    c&w = country and western      S. = soul  

I., Ins., Inst. = Instrumental         NS, Nor. = Northern Soul (Nor. will be used far more commonly…)

sl, ms, midt (or mid), mf, fa = TEMPO/SPEED of the music (slow, midslow, midtempo, midfast, fast) (fa and sl are rarely used)

b/u or B/U = “BUBBLING UNDER” charted in Billboard            Hot100 = Charted on the BILLBOARD HOT 100 chart

s/c or S/C = charted on the SOUL/R&B charts in Billboard, but not in Hot 100. (It may have bubbled under, though.)

**DO NOT ASSUME THAT ANY RECORD ON THIS LIST WILL EVER REAPPEAR, now that lists are only once per year!

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS…Most importantly, U.S. orders must still be sent via POSTAL mail, with at least a small minimum payment (even if you’re ordering from the website).  Also USA: PLEASE try to avoid using emails, they cause a LOT of extra work!  Also, having you send orders and payment HUGELY reduces my workload!  Email SEPARATES THE PAYMENT from the order, which can drive me NUTS.  I’ll never take PayPal for U.S.   NOTE: “DEPOSIT” may be trade or old credit.
POSTAGE ON U.S. ORDERS will be $4.85 (insured) or $2.90 (not insured).  Please add this amount to any records that you order.  Note this is a GRAND TOTAL…it never increases no matter how many 45’s you order.  However, if you order any LP/12-inch records, please add $2.50 in addition, with unused postage to be refunded.  (NOTE:  Those who order by sending a deposit instead of full payment, will incur actual postage and a nominal handling fee, but you’ll have to wait until approx. 01 March because I must ship prepaid ones first.  A deposit WILL NOT harm your results, I’ll work as hard to help your order succeed.)
Also note, FULLY PAID orders are charged only THIS postage; “NOTIFY” orders are actual postage which can be much more.  Thankfully I was able to access the new rates BEFORE sending this!!!  
ORDERING FROM OVERSEAS:  Overseas customers should always write first, VIA EMAIL IF POSSIBLE, NO PAYMENT!  Most likely it will be five or six weeks after PAPER-LIST customers have received their lists, I will contact all overseas winners and show the records you won, and how much $$ to send.  THIS WILL BE SOMETIME AROUND THE END  OF FEBRUARY.

CANADIAN CUSTOMERS ONLY:  You have the option of sending the total amount of your order, plus $4 POSTAGE.  I’ll refund for records I can’t supply, and any postage adjustments.  This will get your records to you a lot faster.

WHEN ARE PREPAID U.S./CANADA ORDERS SENT?:  I expect to be caught up before the end of February.  Also consider the massiveness of this list, and the obvious work involved (ESPECIALLY because I don’t do the simple and easy “first come, first served” but work hard to ALLOCATE RECORDS and assure everybody “wins”).

OVERSEAS AND “DEPOSIT” U.S. ORDERS ARE SHIPPED after I’ve notified you (in late February, depending on which week this list is ready and sent out!), and you’ve sent payment.  I try my best to avoid delays, but that assumes that you pay on a timely basis.  Because I “have to travel SOMETIME,” very late payment may result in massive delays.  

RETURNING A “BAD” RECORD: – If you’re in the USA, I may tell you NOT to return the record…or do an insurance claim on it if BROKEN.   A claim is likely if the record is over $15 or $20, AND if it clearly got broken by postal mis-handling.   Again, please write me first.   If I ask you to return the record, PLEASE keep the same sleeve on it, if you CAN.   If you’re overseas, it’s very possible I’ll tell you to keep it and I’ll just give you credit, as well.  Please know that I may ask if there are stickers on the sleeve, as that often influences what must be done.  Because I guarantee everything I sell, I want to be sure that you’re always satisfied.  PLEASE NOTE that I believe I’ve now tweaked (effective this list) my grading so that I’m even MORE conservative than before!

HOW I SEND YOU THE REFUND:  If you’re in the U.S. or Canada, I’ll send you a check.  OVERSEAS, I’ll generally use it

as a CREDIT toward your next order.  However, since my lists are now going to be a YEAR apart, I may have to figure out 
something different – perhaps sending small amounts of cash for overseas adjustments instead of the long wait??

DO YOU WANT MORE THAN ONE COPY?  In some cases I’ll have more than one copy of a record.  If you can use more than one copy, always tell me so –just in case.  It’s in my best interest to sell multiple copies, if I have them!

ORDERING VIA E-MAIL:  Email ordering should be used by OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS ONLY (and is ENCOURAGED!).  U.S. customers PLEASE AVOID using email – all it does it cause extra work here because I still need paper and $$ together, always.  This list is HUGE, and adding even more work is UNSUSTAINABLE for me.  Email will NOT help results for U. S. orders.  Under
some circumstances, U.S. buyers can tell me if something’s really important, but the snail mail order should also be sent at that 

time.  Send email to:  fme22rrill33jr@ya44hoo.co55m  (REMOVE the 22, 33, 44, and 55.)    
ORDERING IN “LIST SEQUENCE”  Please order records in the sequence as shown on the list.   And, if you’re ordering from more than one section (such as Nonchart and Pop), PLEASE tell me what page or section the “stray” items are from.   This will best guarantee that I help you as well as I can, WITHOUT MAKING MISTAKES.  You may include records from ANY LINKS shown on this website.  However, please ALWAYS tell me which link(s) you’re ordering your wanted records from.  That will assure it is much easier for me to find what you’re asking for.

BID//MIN:      --These are BID, not set sale items.  Please send a bid at the minimum or higher, if you’re interested in the item.  
IMPORTANT NOTE: “BID” IS A MAJOR LABOR-SAVING DEVICE FOR ME, these are items which I think have the potential to “go crazy,” or which I don’t feel I can price very well.  Certainly many of these “BID” items will *NEVER* show up on my lists again, so it’s now or never.  A few times I’ve had BID and nobody at all bid, then next time I listed it for a set sale price (higher) and got 9 or 22 priority requests on it.  NOT COOL!!  I put “BID” on it precisely to avoid such battles.  If something is listed as BID and it does repeat, the relisted price will usually be similar to BID $.

NORTHERN SOUL PRICING (SET SALE AND/OR BID):  You’ll note many references to price guides – nowadays always the Manship book #5.  (Old comments from repeating items often remain intact.)  Before complaining that I’m pricing too much “according to the book,” consider please that my prices/minimum bids are actually well below what the book says, because I’m treating the prices in the book “CLOSER TO DOLLARS VALUE” than £.  In other words, rather than putting the utmost prices on 
everything, I’d rather actually sell them, even if for half or less of the “suggested value.”  Also, I always consider grade!   

AFTER-THE-FACT AUCTIONS [VERY RARE!!!]—Thankfully I rarely need to do this, only if a listed item surprisingly “goes crazy on me” AND there are too many people (two or more) who I absolutely MUST award the item to!  The result is a runoff auction only between the people who I MUST award the record to.  More sophisticated price guides in recent years (most recently, 
FINALLY!!, including one for Garage) have helped me avoid this problem.  Rarely are there more than 3 of these per list, because I only use this method when it’s absolutely necessary.  (I think there’s been perhaps 7 of these in the past four years.)
**PRIORITY REQUESTS**--This is one thing which, I feel, separates my lists from all the rest.  It is probably the single most important consideration in your order.  Simply:  TELL ME WHICH RECORDS YOU WANT THE MOST, AND I TRY TO GET THEM FOR YOU.  No, I can’t guarantee, because often a “hot” record will have 2 or 3 such requests (with only one available), but almost always it will go to SOMEBODY with the “priority” request.  (On rare occasions it may be shifted to an unaffiliated order with horrible fill results.)  Please be specific as possible; ranking priorities #1, #2, #3 is better than having all priorities shown as equal.   It’s also better that your order not be “top-heavy” with priority requests; FEWER such requests on your order equal “stronger” priority requests!  I’ll do my best to help you get these.

OVERBIDDING **AND** UNDERBIDDING—BOTH of these have their purposes and reasons for being.  Overbid is LIMITED TO RARE SOUL AND FUNK, POPCORN, TEENERS, SUNSHINE POP AND JAMAICAN COLLECTIBLES ONLY, PLEASE DO NOT OVERBID ON GARAGE, ROCKABILLY, ETC. unless the record happens to fall into a rare soul/funk, popcorn, or other above category.  Overbids on “non-eligible” categories can make things “hell” over here. 

PLEASE NOTE, I **STRONGLY** DISCOURAGE OVERBIDS AFTER THE DEADLINE.
UNDERBID can be a GREAT  way for dealers to stock up!  Do NOT underbid if it’s an important record, because ANY full-price request always overrides underbids, but if you want “inventory,” NEARLY ANY record on this list may be awarded to an underbid if there are no full-price competitors.  Higher underbids are better; MANY more will be awarded at 75% than at 60%; almost nothing will be awarded if you’re underbidding at 20-30% of listed price.  In the absence of full-price competition, any underbids at 85% to 90% of listed price are nearly 100% sure of being awarded.  There are three people who send me serious underbid lists, and they do very well indeed.   A serious and smart underbidding effort is usually very well rewarded for those who try!
A SMALL TUTORIAL ON HOW I FILL ORDERS:  These methods are unusual, in fact I’m not sure that any other record seller IN THE WORLD does this.  This method actually makes “QUICK” service impossible most of the time, but it also means that anybody who sends me a TIMELY order will not be left out and get nothing.  I try as hard as possible to assure that, as well as awarding as many Priority (main “want”) requests as I can.  I am awarding THOUSANDS of records “SIMULTANEOUSLY” treating every order as though it came during the same split second of time, therefore I consider it IMPOSSIBLE to determine who ordered first.  Most of you will not get your stuff right away, but many people have told me they’re much happier with the results.  EVERYBODY has a chance!!  

M I N I M U M   O R D E R   $1 0,   P L E A S E
PLEASE ALWAYS INCLUDE YOUR *ADDRESS* ON YOUR ORDER.
